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Foreword 

Pat Kennedy has performed a mammoth task in piecing together 
a mosaic of the history of Traditional Catholicism in Queensland since 
its beginnings in the early days after the Second Vatican Council and 
recalls the lean years of ad hoc Mass Centres in homes and motels, 
tracing the line up to the present days of established churches, a 
thriving School and regular Retreats and social events. 
  
He is much to be congratulated on this endeavour which deserves our 
profound gratitude. Had this work been left undone much of this 
history would have been lost forever. Hopefully, in the course of time, 
many elements which have been overlooked will come to light and a 
more comprehensive account of Traditional Catholicism, particularly of 
the Society of Saint Pius X, not only in Queensland but in all of 
Australia, will be eventually published. 
  
Of course this story is by no means ended. The recent accreditation of a 
secondary department at Saint Philomena’s School is a great step 
forward and the acquisition of the properties adjacent to Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church encourage us to look forward in anticipation to the 
building of a larger and more handsome new church on this site in 
Oxley. 
  
And I heard a great voice from the throne, saying: Behold the 
tabernacle of God with men, and he will dwell with them. And they 
shall be his people; and God himself with them shall be their God.  And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and death shall be no 
more, nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall be any more, for 
the former things are passed away. And he that sat on the throne, said: 
Behold, I make all things new. And he said to me: Write, for these 
words are most faithful and true. (Apoc XXI 3-5) 
  

Father Edward Black 
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Prologue 
 
St. Monica’s in Oakey was a wonderful Parish with the renowned 
Father Leo Hayes as our Parish Priest.  His curate was Father Kevin 
Ryan and some of the other parish priests were Fathers Charles 
McDonald, Quinlan and Burke. 
 
As the weeks progressed, roughly in the eighties, we would be issued 
with Mass prayer change leaflets and Sister Claude from the 
adjoining convent guided the congregation in the new hymns while a 
booklet took the place of the Missal. 
 
I said to Bill, “I feel like I haven’t been to Mass,” and he said he felt the 
same. 
 
Bill had a great friend, Mr Eddie Fitzherbert (“Fitz”) whom he knew 
through business and other circles..  Fitz invited us to meet his friends: 
an elderly Mrs Goonan, who was bed-ridden, her two daughters, 
Miss Mary Goonan and Mrs Catherine Buckley and her son, Father  
O’Brien Buckley. 
 
Father Buckley and his mother resided in Beaudesert and travelled to 
Toowoomba every weekend to give us Mass, so we were very 
fortunate. He sometimes celebrated Mass at Fitz’s home as our 
parishioners had overflowed the capacity of Mrs Goonan’s lounge 
room. 
 
I remember attending Mass and a conference by Father 
Schmidberger in Fortitude Valley.  Mass at this time was celebrated 
at the Blind Institute Hall in South Brisbane and at Leo and Marcia 
Massey’s home at Jindalee. 
 
Father Buckley became very sick.  He had written letters explaining 
the changes in our Church to all the Bishops in Australia, but to no 
avail. Bill and Danny (Foxes) and Mr Birchley drove him to doctors 
we considered might help him, but he eventually retired to a home in 
Townsville.  He originally belonged to the Townsville Parish. Fr  
Buckley’s treatment by the “the Establishment” was unbelievable.  
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Archbishop Rush sent Fr Buckley to Sydney to see a psychiatrist.  A 
very peeved Fr Buckley came back with a clean bill of health and said 
to the Archbishop “Here’s my Certificate.  Where’s yours.” 
 
By this time our Toowoomba parishioners had become disconnected 
– they didn’t seem to want to follow Archbishop Lefebvre. 
 
Fitz invited Fr Hogan to talk to us and he just answered so capably 
all the questions and arguments put to him. 
 
Bill remarked that if such a young and seemingly inexperienced 
priest could deal with these difficult questions with such knowledge, 
he (and the Society of St Pius X) was good enough for us, and 
“Archbishop must be on the right track!”     
 

Mrs Carmel Fox, January 2011
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The Mass Problem 
 
It may be worthwhile here to explain just what the “Mass 
problem” was all about. It didn’t start with Vatican II but all the 
finagling and scheming by the liberal/modernist bishops, 
theologians and so on, (with a lot of cunning help from the Devil) 
came to a head then. 
 
The original schema was thrown out early in the piece and a 
well contrived and supported revolt put in place. 
 
From this grew the deifying of Man, a la the Masonic aim, and 
centuries of dogma were cleverly subverted and turned the 
Catholic Church into a format with which Protestants had no 
argument. Obedience to your Parish Priest was perfectly normal 
and bit by bit, slowly and surely, the Mass of all time was 
subverted into a completely Protestant service. 
 
There were subtle changes to the Sacraments, and not so subtle 
changes to the hierarchy of the priesthood and the manner in 
which the Church was run. For example, the Pope was now the 
head Bishop and the Bishops ran the parishes as if it was a 
democracy. The Pope was no longer Christ’s Vicar on Earth. 
With religiosity gone the priests and religious fell apart. 
Attendance at Mass was decimated and the uncertainty of the 
teaching confused the parishioners. 
 
However there was a slow resurgence by those who were 
convinced of the errors of the teaching being disseminated from 
the pulpits and schools. The unwitting leader of the 
traditionalists was a French Archbishop named Marcel Lefebvre. 
 
He was looking forward to retirement after a very full life. Being 
mainly known as Principal of the French Missionary group, the 
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Holy Ghost Fathers, and as Papal Nuncio of Africa, appointed 
by Pope Pius XII. 
 
A number of young seminarians who were distressed by the 
errors they were being taught, requested the Archbishop to 
guide them. The upshot of this was a fully formed Seminary at 
Ecône, Switzerland, and the formation of the Society of St Pius 
X. 
 
Briefly, approval for the formation of the ‘Priestly Society of St 
Pius X’ was given by Bishop Charriere of Fribourg in 1969. Two 
years later, Archbishop Lefebvre was invited to Australia by the 
Latin Mass Society. 
 
To the faithful he gave the following recommendations: “Keep 
the Faith without compromise.  Read the catechisms of the 
Council of Trent and of St Pius X.  And look for the Tridentine 
Mass or at least find a priest who says the Consecration in Latin; 
have confidence in God and don’t be bitter. In my Seminary in 
Switzerland, I am training priests who are loyal to the 
traditional Magisterium and Liturgy. I expect to found a 
congregation for nuns.” 
 
In fact, the Archbishop had just met Janine Ward, the first 
postulant of the Sisters of the Society of St Pius X. At about this 
time, he also met the future first Australian seminarian, Fr 
Gerard Hogan, who brought the Society to Australia in 1982. 
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1970s 
 
1973 
 
Leo Massey, and son John as Altar boy, attended the funeral of 
Percy Buckley, father of Father O’Brien Buckley, who was 
ordained in Townsville, 1948. It was here that the Massey and 
Fox families met for the first time.  
 
The Latin Mass Society, founded initially in Victoria, was 
established in Queensland around this time by Mrs Joan Cotter.  
 
Later in the year, Fr Buckley had a meeting with the Masseys in 
Sydney, which eventuated in Leo Massey and Fr Buckley 
travelling to Ecône in August to meet with Archbishop Lefebvre. 
They asked for priests and the Archbishop indicated that if a 
church was found, priests would be provided.  
 
Prior to the establishment of churches in Queensland, Mass was 
celebrated in private homes (Syd and May Benjamin in Albion, 
Dan and Mrs Cotter in Hawthorne), offices in Ann Street, the 
Blind Institute Hall in Woolloongabba, as well as a number of 
private homes and halls in and around Toowoomba. 
 
1978 
 
Fr Gerard Hogan of Melbourne was ordained at Ecône, 
Switzerland, as the first Australian priest of the SSPX.  
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1980s 
 
1981 
 
The Leo Masseys moved to Brisbane, followed by their five sons 
and respective families. By this time, Fr Buckley was celebrating 
Mass at the Benjamins’ on a regular basis. Several currently 
familiar names in Queensland began attending at this time, 
including Cantwell, Chew, Kenyon, Pulsford and Wagner.  
 
1982 
 
Fr Hogan came to Sydney as District Superior of Australia. In 
November, Fr Francois Laisney arrived as assistant to Fr Hogan, 
but was eventually transferred to Texas USA, as District 
Superior. 
 
Mr Stephen Abdoo, an SSPX seminarian, visited Leo and 
Marcia Massey in Brisbane and helped in arranging an SSPX 
priest to come to Queensland on a regular basis—initially once a 
month. At this time the Masses were being held in The Figtree 
Room in Ann St, the City. 
 
Fr Buckley ran ads in the Courier Mail for the Traditional Mass.  
 
1984 
 
This year Archbishop Lefebvre arrived in Brisbane to a very 
warm welcome. He was accompanied by Fr Anthony Esposito as 
interpreter, who smoothly translated all of the Archbishop’s 
speeches and sermons into English.  
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The Archbishop confirmed a number of people and then 
attended a public reception in the Morningside Hall.  
 
In his efforts to bring the Christmas ceremonies to as many as 
possible, Fr. Hogan travelled to Newcastle late at night and 
suffered a serious car accident.  He was trapped in the vehicle 
for a length of time and suffered severe injuries to one of his feet 
and an ankle.  
 
1986 
 
The Oxley Uniting Church on the corner of Oxley Rd and 
Alexander Rd, Oxley, was purchased and given to the patronage 
of Our Lady of Lourdes. The first Mass at this church was 
celebrated by Fr Esposito on 12 December, Laetare Sunday. 
Later that day, the first Baptism in the church was administered 
to [name  removed] , daughter of Simone and Malcolm. At this 
time there was about 100 faithful attending Mass regularly.  
 
Leo & Marcia Massey and Col & Margaret Henderson alternated 
in hosting the priests when they came up from Sydney.  
 
Fr William Welsh arrived in Australia early in 1986 and took up 
the post of Assistant Parish Priest in Melbourne. Later in the 
year, he was transferred to India and Fr Francis Ockerse was 
appointed to Melbourne. Fr Bernard Fellay (later Bishop), 
toured Australia as Bursa of the SSPX. 
 
Newly ordained Australian priest, Fr Stephen Abdoo, was 
appointed Parish Priest of Wanganui, New Zealand. 
 
1987 
 
Tragically, Fr Abdoo was killed in a car accident in NZ. He was 
interred in Econe, Switzerland.  
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By now, there was a determined effort to establish a Seminary 
in Australia.  Margaret Anderson, sister of Leo Massey, initiated 
the purchase of land and buildings for that purpose at Tanawha 
on the Sunshine Coast, north of Brisbane. 
 
Margaret Anderson and a number of loyal helpers including Joy 
Wallace and her sister Vonnie,  Maureen Whitmore, Noelle 
Harvey to mention a few, ran street stalls in Caloundra every 
month. A number of commodities, including produce, cakes and 
baby clothes, were sold at a stall they set up outside a bank in 
the main street. They would always advertise beforehand and 
over a ten year period raised $83,000. 
 
In the interim Margaret and her husband James (at that time a 
non-Catholic) had regular Masses in the chapel on the ground 
floor of their house, generously providing food for those who 
had travelled distances to attend.  
 
The tenure of the Tanawha land was brief and land more 
suitable for a church was bought at Buderim. 
 
In the meantime the French Fr Lionel Héry had arrived to take 
the position of Professor at Holy Cross Seminary. He eventually 
was transferred to Sydney. 
 
In the SSPX “August Shuffle” of 1987 Fr Esposito was 
transferred to Albano, near Rome, as District Supervisor of Italy.  
Fr Ockerse moved to Sydney as Principal of the Dominic Savio 
School. On a more sombre note, Fr Buckley was moved to 
Townsville for “shock treatment” and ended up in the notorious 
Ward 10. 
 
Sadly Fr Buckley died on the 10th June in Prince Charles 
hospital in Brisbane. He honoured Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
with its first funeral, complete with a stirring homily from Fr 
Welsh. Fr Buckley’s mother said that Bishop Rush, in spite of all 
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their differences, was very helpful in arranging for Fr Buckley’s 
interment in the priest’s section of the Nudgee Cemetery. 
 
1988 
 
 A very auspicious and important year for the SSPX, because 
this was the year that Archbishop Lefebvre consecrated four 
Bishops to ensure the continuation of Tradition. This decision 
stirred up a veritable cyclone of opposition from within the 
Conciliar Church. The crisis in the Church arising from Vatican 
II and the situation of the Pope must enter into the argument 
because they would be the only reason for the Consecration. 
 
As Archbishop Lefebvre said: “The situation for the Papacy 
since John XXIII and under his successor poses problems that 
are getting more and more serious…They are founding a new 
Conciliar Church, with a new ecclesiology.  Instead of being 
apostles for Christian social order through the Social Reign of 
Our Lord, these Popes are becoming partisans of Socialism or 
Communism with a tinge of Christianity…Is this Church still 
Apostolic or Catholic? Must we still consider the Pope to be 
Catholic?” 
 
When, at the Consecration of the four Bishops, Williamson, 
Tissier de Mallerais, Fellay and Galarreta, Archbishop 
Lefebvre’s calm was commented on, he said, “The thing that 
makes me calm is that I feel I am doing the will of God.  That is 
more important than anything.  And then, what will be, will be.  
Since I intend to do the will of God and not to separate from the 
Church of Peter, I am at peace.” 
 
In the ceremony, he went on to say: “We have the mandate of 
the Roman Church ever-faithful to the holy traditions received 
from the Apostles…” “…I am simply a Bishop of the Catholic 
Church who is continuing to transmit Catholic doctrine….  It 
seems to me, my dear brethren, that I hear the voices of all 
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these Popes – Gregory XVI, Pius IX, Leo XIII, St.Pius X, 
Benedict XV, Pius XI, Pius XII-telling us: ‘Please, we beseech 
you, what are you going to do with our teachings, with our 
preaching, with the Catholic Faith?  Are you going to abandon it? 
Are you going to let it disappear from the earth?  Please, please, 
continue to keep this treasure which we have given you.  Do not 
abandon the faithful, do not abandon the Church! Indeed, since 
the Council, what we formally condemned the present Roman 
authorities have embraced and are professing.” 
 
On June 30, 1988, he consecrated four new Bishops to ensure 
the continuation of Tradition.  
 
Regular Sunday Mass began to be celebrated from early 1988 at 
Oxley. 
 
Fr Welsh returned from India (with a beard!) and the Seminary 
moved to a vacant motel in Nanango, QLD, in February.  
Teaching commenced and then in December it was transferred 
yet again, but this time to lovely old traditional type school 
buildings in Goulburn, NSW, where it remains to this day. 
 
Fr Shane Johnson was ordained in Sydney by the recently 
consecrated Bishop Williamson. 
 
1989 
 
Fr Johnson was temporally transferred to Melbourne after 
about six months in India. 
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1990s 
1990 

A short time afterwards, the first marriage took place in Our 

Lady of Lourdes Church when David and Raylene Wagner were 

married by Fr Ockerse. 

In October of this year Fr Laisney arrived in Sydney from the 

USA to take up his newly appointed role as District Superior of 

Australia and New Zealand. Fr Hogan and Fr Ockerse were 

transferred from Sydney to the Hampton parish in Melbourne 

and Fr Maurel was appointed to New Zealand.  

1991 

On the 25th March Archbishop Lefebvre, the founder of the 

Society of St Pius X, passed away in Switzerland. On his 

tombstone is written his motto in life: “I have handed down 

what I have received”. 

As the congregation at Oxley was steadily growing during this 

time, it was decided that more room in the Church was needed. 

Col Henderson, assisted by Stan Daley and Br Joseph, began 

work to enlarge and renovate the interior of the Church. A choir 

loft was added later. 

In August, Fr Todd Angele from St Mary’s Parish in Kansas, 

USA, was appointed to Melbourne but soon after was 

transferred to Sydney and from there serviced the Society in 

Brisbane. 
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Pressure was now building to provide Catholic education for 

children. District Superior Fr Laisney, assisted by a small group 

of concerned parishioners, began the long and arduous task of 

establishing a Catholic school in Brisbane. 

1993 

At the beginning of this year things began to happen regarding 

the school. In February, a property at 61 Koplick Rd, Park Ridge 

was purchased by Fil and Marie Zaccari. Now began the six 

years of work with the Local and State governments to obtain 

approval and recognition for a school, a large fundraising effort 

to get the school off the ground also commenced at this time. 

The property on which the school was to be established also 

became the fourth SSPX priory in Australia and New Zealand. 

Fr Hogan was brought to Brisbane as Parish priest with Fr 

Maurel appointed as his assistant. Soon after, Fr Hogan 

resigned from the SSPX and took up residence next door to the 

priory in Park Ridge. 

On December 16th the multifaceted Fr Johnson arrived from 

Wanganui, NZ, to take up the vacant position of Parish Priest, a 

role which he fulfilled for the next fourteen eventful years. 

1997 

The Legion of Mary was inaugurated this year by an 

enthusiastic group of parishioners. Beth Pointing had been 

vigorously encouraging Fr Johnson to form a praesidium and 

the fruit of her efforts was the start of Our Lady of Sorrows 

Praesidium. 
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After the decline of the initial onrush of members, the Legion in 

Brisbane has persevered and is now, through the care and help 

of Our Blessed Mother, well established and still growing, 

boasting three Senior as well as two Junior Praesidia. 

1999 

A new era began on 2 February with the opening of St 

Philomena Primary School. The history of the school is a whole 

book in itself, but suffice to say it has grown in size and from 

strength to strength under the leadership of some hard working 

and dedicated principals. Fr Hogan, who had returned to the 

Society by this time, became the first principal.  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church acquired a priory with the 

purchase of 17 Alexander Rd. The garage was later converted 

into the Legion of Mary Hall. 

On the Sunshine Coast John and Lorraine Brooker had been 

hosting Mass at their home chapel. In 1999 the specially built 

Infant of Prague Church at Buderim was opened and dedicated 

by Bishop Tissier De Mallarais. 

The beautiful Infant of Prague statue which graces the church 

was brought back from Europe by Margaret Anderson who flew 

all the way back with the statue on her lap for safe keeping. 

Fr Maurel was transferred from Brisbane to the South East Asia 

district and ultimately to Sri Lanka. 
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2000s 
2000 
 
In May, the Legion of Mary sponsored three Redemptorist 
Missionaries to travel from Scotland to Oxley. The stirring 
week-long mission they gave was very well-attended.  
 
A new member of the congregation was gained when Mrs 
Therese Otto saw a fellow train traveler reading “The Catholic” 
newspaper.  She promptly invited the reader, Cecily Shuh, to 
the Mission. 
 
Fr Mike Seifritz was transferred from Sydney to Brisbane. After 
a few months, he was sent to St Michael’s School of London. 
 
Another welcome addition to the Parish was Br Eric- Paul as 
assistant to Fr Johnson.  They had worked together previously. 
 
2001 
 
Fr Hogan was transferred from St Philomena’s School to 
Hampton Parish.  He was ably succeeded as Principal by Fr 
Jules Belisle.  
 
2002 
 
Earlier in the year Fr Andrew Cranshaw had been ordained at 
Ecône by Bishop Tissier De Mallerais. Fr Johnson was joined in 
the Parish by his old Altar boy, Fr Cranshaw. 
 
A month later, in July, Fr Brendan Arthur was ordained in 
Hawthorn (Vic) Town Hall by Bishop Williamson. 
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The Society consolidated its presence on the Darling Downs by 
buying an Anglican Church at East Greenmount, south of 
Toowoomba.  This was a well designed and constructed church 
dating back to 1908.  It has a Van Eyck triptych in the triple 
lancets above the altar. Fr Black blessed and consecrated the 
building at the opening and it is now known as Christ the King 
Church. 
 
2005 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish swapped priests with Wanganui 
and as Fr Cranshaw went home we received the French fighter 
Fr Jean-Luc Lafitte. His solid campaigning inspired both local 
and interstate faithful to attend regular Ignatian Retreats. 
 
2007 
 
After fourteen years of work in Queensland, Fr Johnson was 
reassigned to the Perth parish. With him went Br Eric-Paul. In 
his place, Fr Edward MacDonald from USA took up the duties 
of parish priest. 
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Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 1988 

Ignatian Men’s Retreat at the Sacred Heart Seminary in Marburg, preached 

by Fr Francis Ockerse, 1988 
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First wedding at Our Lady of Lourdes Church: David & Raylene Wagner, 

27/1/1990 

  First

 
 Ryan Colleen godmother, her by held Simon, and Malcolm of daughter

 ,]removed name[ Church: Lourdes of Lady Our at christening 
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Infant of Prague Church, Buderim 

 

 
Bishop Bernard Tisser de Mallerais celebrating Laetare Sunday Mass at 

Infant of Prague Church, 22/3/1998 
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Father Edward MacDonald celebrating Mass at Christ the King Church, East 

Greenmount, 4/5/2008 

Redemptorist Mission, 12/5/2000 
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Nativity Crib, 1999 

 

Fr Belisle, Bishop Fellay, Fr Johnson & Fr Cranshaw say the Divine Office, 

23/4/2005 
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Fr Johnson celebrating Midnight Mass, Christmas 2004 

 

 
Solemn High Mass on the feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 2007 


