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Dear Postulants and Professed members,  

This month’s letter continues where we left off in June, commenting on your 3rd Order SSPX rule. 

Practical Notes 

‘Recommended reading: the Acts of St. Pius X, the Catechism of the Council of Trent, the 

New Testament, the Imitation of Christ, lives of the Saints. Circulate good books’:  

The Catechism of the Council of Trent (or Roman Catechism) has become a classic orthodox 

presentation of the Catholic Faith since its publication in the 16th century. It remains unsurpassed in 

clarity, orthodoxy and succinctness, and might be thought of as a symphony in 4 movements: The 

1st part goes through the Apostles Creed phrase by phrase, unpacking the richness and profundity 

contained in those ancient words recited at the commencement of our daily Rosary. The 2nd part 

examines the Sacraments in detail so as to have us approach these 7 fountains of grace with the 

proper dispositions (Our regular reception of the Holy Eucharist and Penance means these two have 

an understandably comprehensive explanation). The 3rd part treats of the 10 Commandments and 

the virtues by which we direct our human actions to God. The 4th and last part looks at prayer, 

specifically the ‘Our Father’ or ‘Lord’s Prayer’, taking each of the 7 petitions one by one.  

Reading and studying the Catechism simply must be the daily bread of every Catholic. Never should 

the acquiring of ‘news’ or more peripheral aspects of our Faith take precedence over it. Bread comes 

before the butter, and both come before the honey. None of us will be asked at our Judgment ‘Now, 

was Bugnini a freemason, or not?’ or ‘Were their two Pope Paul VI’s’ or ‘Was Pope John Paul I 

murdered?’ We will, however, have a sort of divinely imposed ‘soul-scan’ to determine our knowledge 

of the substantials of the Catholic Faith. 

A helpful way to remember the basic structure of the Catechism is that it always treats of creed, 

code and cult; or words, works and worship. That is, all good Catechisms deal with a) what we must 
believe, b) how we must behave and c) how we must pray/worship. 

It may seem a little dry compared to more modern catechisms, but its primary purpose is presenting 

the Catholic Faith in its unadulterated purity, with no ‘bells and whistles’, ‘telling it how it is’ without 
flattering human nature. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church of 1993, on the other hand, is more flattering. Although it has 

many very good things in it, it is longer and wordier1, and unfortunately buys into the same errors 

and exaggerations of Vatican II. The relentless references to ‘the dignity of the human person’ are 

enough to turn anyone’s stomach, as are the proliferation of slippery words like ‘dynamic’ and 

‘authentic’. As Archbishop Lefebvre once said, the only dignity really worth speaking of is that of 

being in the state of grace. According to St Paul would we are only dignified when ‘in Christ’, as living 

and active cells in his Mystical Body, a distinction rarely made in modern catechetics. Of course we 

are created in God’s image and likeness, and even the unbaptised have a certain dignity thereby, but 

Adam changed all that. After the Original Sin, outside of our Saviour and without the divine life of 
grace we are more often than not surpassed even by the brute animals in dignity. 

                                                           
1 763 pages, as compared with the Roman Catechism’s 589 pages. 



It may be opportune here to say something about attendance at the parish ‘Adult Catechism’ classes 

given by our priests. Your SSPX priests have had not only 6 years of intense seminary study of all 

aspects of the faith, but often have much experience in teaching and preaching, 1000’s of hours 

spent in the confessional, endless hours of study since the seminary, and of course a special grace to 

preach given by God. They are thus a gold mine of information and wisdom to be tapped at parish 

catechism classes. The Sunday sermons are primarily exhortations and encouragements limited 

usually to half an hour at the most, with no opportunity for questions and feedback. Adult Catechism, 

on the other hand, is a unique opportunity to be fed the fundamentals of the Faith with the 

opportunity to gain specific answers to specific questions. Most of us learn more from hearing a living 

person speak than from reading dead text (‘faith comes by hearing’ says St Paul), and thus a single 

hour of Adult Catechism is worth many hours of reading by oneself. Moreover, there is nothing quite 

so effective as hearing an authority tell us what we need to know, even if we ‘know it already’. The 

most important truths are always those that we ‘know’ already, but which need continual repetitions 

and reminders to keep alive and flourishing. ‘Repetitio magistra studiorum’ says an ancient axiom 
(‘Repetition is the master of studies’). 

Considering that the family is the prime educator of a child, it is a sad sign for we SSPX priests to 

see Adult Catechism classes so empty of parents. Who then is catechizing their children? Is it the 

parish school, if you are blessed enough to have one? No amount of catechism at school, even 

by the most learned priests, will save a child from the almost certain ruin that will result 

from a home empty of regular parental catechizing. Parents ignore this fact at their peril. 

The function of school catechism is to deepen, polish and perfect what is already being done at 

home. But only the human family, the school designed by God Himself, with a lived and loved 

catechism will deeply impress the character and therefore destiny of a child. Every Catholic parent 

had better believe that much of the Catholic doctrine taught at school will be a dead letter to a child 

whose parents’ sole claim to being Catholic is that they attend Sunday Mass and maybe say the odd 
Rosary. 

In the next letter we will consider the importance of the New Testament in our spiritual diet as 3rd 

Order SSPX members. 

In this month of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, through Her Immaculate Heart, 

 

Fr Jordie Stephens 
Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 


