
 

The Story of Blessed Jose Sanchez del Rio featured in the movie ‘For Greater Glory’ 

In 1927, Catholic Mexico was immersed in a violent 

storm of religious persecution. The President of Mexico 

at that time was a despot named Plutarco Calles.  His 

hatred for the Church had no limits. He killed priests 

and burned churches.   

In legitimate self defence, countless Catholics took up 

arms to defend their Faith.  Whenever they charged 

into battle, the Cristeros, as they were called, shout-

ed: "Viva Cristo Rey!" "Long live Christ the King!"  

Many Catholics shed their blood in this conflict. Many 

were martyred. And Blessed Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio 

was among them. From a young age he had a great 

love and enthusiasm for the Blessed Sacrament, and 

encouraged his friends to have more devotion to Our 

Lord and Our Lady of Guadalupe. Whenever Jose heard 

of the glorious battles of the Cristeros, which his two 

brothers were engaged in, his desire to join the holy 

army only intensified. Finally, Jose wrote a letter to 

one of the Cristero Generals, Prudencio Mendoza, 

pleading to be allowed to fight. The general acqui-

esced. 

 

In a certain battle, Jose was rushing to bring a fellow 

soldier a new supply of ammo.  Just then, he caught 

sight of the General whose horse had been shot 

dead.  On foot, without a horse, the General was ex-

tremely vulnerable.   Making a sacrifice that might cost 

him his life, Jose freely gave the general his own 

horse.  Moments later, he was caught by the federal-

ists and locked up in a church sacristy that had been 

turned into a prison.  One of the guards had put a 

number of expensive fighting roosters inside the 

church for safekeeping.  This sacrilege troubled young 

Jose. He said: "This is not a barnyard! This is a place 

for God!"  He soon caught all the prized roosters and 

snapped their necks.  The enemies of Christ the King 

soon decided to kill him. 

 

On the way to execution, soldiers struck him savagely 

with sharp machetes.  With every blow, the young boy 

cried out, "Viva Cristo Rey!"  When he got to the 

cemetery, he was bleeding heavily.  His torturers had 

also cut off the soles of his feet and forced him to walk 

on salt.  The boy screamed with pain but would not 

give in.  As the road was nothing but rocks and dirt, 

the stones where he had walked were soaked in his 

blood.  The soldiers said:  "If you shout, ‘Death to 

Christ the King’, we will spare your life."  He only an-

swered: "Long live Christ the King! Long live Our Lady 

of Guadalupe!" 

The commander ordered the soldiers to bayonet     

Jose.  They pierced his body.   But with every stab he 

only shouted louder and louder: "Viva Cristo 

Rey!"  The commander was so enraged that he pulled 

out his pistol and on February 10, 1928 killed Blessed 

Jose on the spot. There was no trial.   

 

Blessed Jose is an outstanding example of faith and 

courage for all Catholic young men — for you— who 

wish to be faithful to Christ.  He was declared a martyr 

and was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on November 

20, 2005.   

Blessed Jose, pray for us!                      www.tfpstudentaction.org 

"We should receive Our Lord in the Eucharist 
with the faith and love of a child.   

 

Children receiving Holy Communion ought to 
think of themselves approaching to take the 

Child Jesus from the arms of our Blessed Lady.  
  

With how much love and adoration, with what 
joy we should receive Jesus into our arms, if the 
Blessed Virgin should appear before us to give 

Him to us! Yet Holy Communion is really better 
than that; we not only receive Jesus into our 

arms, but into our very hearts." 
Taken from "My Catholic Faith" 
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It is a fact that vocations to the priesthood must be 

prayed for; Jesus speaks about it himself in the Gos-

pel: 

"The harvest is abundant, but the labourers are few; 

so ask the master of the harvest to send out labourers 

for his harvest!" (Mt. 9:37-38)  The Englishwoman 

Eliza Vaughan is a particularly encouraging exam-

ple of a mother imbued with a priestly spirit who fre-

quently prayed for vocations. 

 

Eliza came from a strong Protestant family; in fact, it 

was one of the founders of the Rolls-Royce car com-

pany. Yet even during her childhood education in 

France, she was deeply impressed by the exemplary 

efforts of the Catholic Church toward the care of the 

Catholic Church toward the care of the poor.  

 

After she married Colonel John Francis Vaughan in 

the summer of 1830, Eliza converted to the Catholic 

Faith, despite the objection of her relatives. During 

the Catholic persecution in England under Queen 

Elisabeth I (1558-1603), the Vaughan's ancestors 

preferred imprisonment and expropriation to being 

unfaithful to their beliefs.  

 

Courtfield, the ancestral family home, became a 

place of refuge for priests during the decades of ter-

ror in England, a place where the Holy Mass was 

often celebrated secretly. Nearly three centuries had 

now passed, but the Catholic beliefs of the family 

had not changed.  

 

So profound and zealous was Eliza's religious con-

version that she proposed to her husband to offer all 

of their children back to God.  

 

This remarkable woman made a habit of praying for 

an hour each day before the Blessed Sacrament in the 

house chapel at Courtfield. She prayed to God for a 

large family and for many religious vocations among 

her children. And her prayers were answered! She 

bore 14 children, and died shortly after the birth of 

the last child, John, in 1853. Of the 13 children that 

lived, six of her eight boys became priests: two 

priests in religious orders, one diocesan priest, a bish-

op, an archbishop and a cardinal. From the five 

daughters, four became nuns in religious orders. 

What a blessing for the family, and what an impact 

on all of England!  

 

The Vaughan children enjoyed a pleasant childhood 

because their virtuous mother knew how to educate 

them in a very natural way by uniting spiritual and 

religious obligations with amusement and cheerful-

ness. Thanks to their mother, prayer and daily Mass 

in the house chapel were just as much a part of eve-

ryday life as music, athletics, amateur theatre, horse 

riding and playing. It was never boring for the chil-

dren when their mother told them stories from the 

lives of the saints, who little by little became their 

dearest friends. 

 

Eliza happily let her children accompany her on vis-

its to the sick and needy of the area. On such occa-

sions, they learned how to be generous, to make sac-

rifices and to give away their savings or their toys.  

 

Shortly after the birth of her 14th child, Eliza died. 

Two months after her death, Colonel Vaughan wrote 

in a letter that he was convinced divine providence 

brought Eliza to him. "I thanked the Lord in adora-

tion today that I could give back to him my dearly 

beloved wife. I poured out my heart to him, full of 

thankfulness that, as an example and a guide, he 

gave me Eliza with whom I am still now bound by an 

inseparable, spiritual bond. What wonderful consola-

tion and grace she brought me! I still see her as I 

always saw her before the Blessed Sacrament: her 

inner purity and extraordina1y human kindness 

which her beautiful face reflected during prayer." 
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How to Have a Happy Marriage taken from ‘A Brief Catechism for Adults’ by Fr W.J. Cogan 

Have the correct attitude. 
   Look upon marriage as a very holy union, founded by God 
and raised to the dignity of a Sacrament by Jesus Christ as a 
means of saving your soul. 

Have the correct purpose. 
   Look forward to having children and founding a Christian 
home.  People who marry for selfish reasons (money, pleas-
ure, beauty, fame, influence) very seldom, if ever, find happi-
ness in marriage. 

Do not marry for selfish reasons. 
   Genuine happiness is attained only by those who are com-
pletely generous and ready to sacrifice themselves in all 
things. 

Study what marriage is. 
   Marriage, like a career, requires specialized knowledge, and 
this is obtained through study and prayer.  Receive marriage 
instructions from a priest and/or read about the duties and 
graces of Catholic marriage. 

Pray for a happy marriage. 
   You should pray every day for a happy marriage, because 
most probably, you will save your soul or lose your soul as a 
married person. 
"House and riches are given by parents:  but a prudent wife is 
properly from the Lord."    (Proverbs 19:14) 

Prepare for marriage by living a Christian life. 
   Receive Holy Communion worthily and often; go to Confes-
sion regularly; observe the Ten Commandments, especially the 
6th. 

Follow the advice of your parents and your parish priest. 
   It is wise to seek advice when making any important deci-
sion, but especially when deciding about your partner in this 
lifelong union. 

Choose a suitable partner. 
   Look for a person who is a good Catholic, really serious 
about having children and founding a Christian home, one who 
is sincere, truthful, dependable, and chaste. 

Do not marry too young. 
   Today, young people under 21 (especially young men), alt-
hough capable of marrying and having children, are often still 
attached to youthful pastimes and thus may find it extra difficult 
to adjust to the responsibilities of marriage. 

Have the correct attitude toward sex. 
   God created sex to attract the husband and wife to have chil-
dren and to cultivate love for one another. 
Remember - to refuse intercourse to your married partner is a 
mortal sin, unless you have a serious reason. 

Accept all the children that God wants to send you. 
   Look upon having children as one of the great blessings of 
marriage. 
Court records show that there are fewer breakups among cou-
ples with large families. 

Have respect for your partner. 
   The person you marry shares in a union that was established 
by God Himself and raised to the dignity of a Sacrament by 
Christ. 
"Ye husbands, likewise dwelling with them according to 
knowledge, giving honor to the female as to the weaker vessel, 
and as to the co-heirs of the grace of life:  that your prayers be 
not hindered."    (1 Peter 3:7) 

Do not fight or argue! 
   Married people should learn to control their tempers and to 
discuss their problems as grown-ups and not as children. 
"Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
have a complaint against another:  even as the Lord hath for-
given you, so do you also.  but above all these things have 
charity, which is the bond of perfection:  And let the peace of 
Christ rejoice in your hearts, wherein also you are called in one 
body:  and be ye thankful...Wives, be subject to your hus-
bands, as it behoveth in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives, 
and be not bitter towards them."    (Colossians 3:13-15, 18-19) 

Do not criticize! 
   Criticizing your partner's faults or constantly harping on trifles 
soon destroys a happy marriage. 
"And why seest thou the mote [speck] that is in thy brother's 
eye; and seest not the beam that is in thy own eye?  Or how 
sayest thou to thy brother:  Let me cast the mote out of thy 
eye; and behold a beam is in thy own eye?"    (Matthew 7:3-4) 

Trust one another completely. 
   It is a sin to be jealous or judge without evidence. 
"Judge not, that you may not be judged.  For with what judg-
ment you judge, you shall be judged:  and with what measure 
you mete [measure], it shall be measured to you 
again."    (Matthew 7:1-2) 

Do not live with in-laws! 
   Your first duty is to your married partner; parents and other 
come second. 
"Wherefore a man shall leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife:  and they shall be two in one 
flesh."    (Genesis 2:24) 

Do things together. 
   Husband and wife should find happiness in their own home 
with their children, and also should associate with other happily 
married couples. 

Make your home a pleasant place. 
   The wife should make the home a place to which her hus-
band longs to go after his day's work; it should be clean and 
orderly, and the meals well prepared and on time. 
"Happy is the husband of a good wife:  for the number of his 
years is double.  A virtuous woman rejoiceth her husband and 
shall fulfill the years of his life in peace.  A good wife is a good 
portion; she shall be given in the portion of them that fear God, 
to a man for his good deeds.  Rich or poor, if his heart is good, 
his countenance shall be cheerful at all 
times."    (Ecclesiasticus 26:1-4) 

Use family money properly. 
   A husband is bound to the complete support of his wife and 
children; a wife is obliged to use the family money wisely. 
"But if any man have not care of his own, and especially of 
those of his house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel."    (1 Timothy 5:8) 

Pray together! 
   As the saying goes, "A family that prays together stays to-
gether," and this includes the family Rosary, attending Mass 
and receiving Holy Communion together. 
"Where there are two or three gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them."    (Matthew 18:20) 

 

‘Let us Give Our Children to God’ continued... 

 

bert, the oldest son, shared his priestly vocation with his 

parents. Their reactions were very different. His mother, 

who had prayed a great deal for it, smiled and said, 

"Child, I have known it for a long time." His father, howev-

er, needed a little time to come to terms with the decision, 

since the inheritance goes to the oldest, and he had hoped 

Herbert would have a prestigious military career. How 

could he have known that his son would one day be the 

Archbishop of Westminster, founder of the Millhill Mis-

sionaries and then a Cardinal? Yet the father also bowed 

to his wishes writing once to his friend, "If God wants 

Herbert for himself, he can have all the others as well."  

 

Although Reginald married, as did Francis, who inherited 

the family estate, the Lord did call nine other Vaughan 

children. Roger, the second oldest, became a Benedictine 

prior and later the beloved Archbishop of Sydney, Aus-

tralia, where he built the Cathedral. Kenelm was a Cister-

cian and later a diocesan priest; Joseph, the fourth son, 

became a Benedictine like his brother and founded a new 

abbey.  

 

 

 

Bernard, the most lively of them all, loved dancing, 

sports and anything fun; he became a Jesuit. On the day 

before he entered the order, he went to a ball where he 

told his dance partner, "This dance with you is my last, 

because I am joining the Jesuit."  Shocked, the girl replied, 

"Really? You want to become a Jesuit!? But you who love 

the world so much and are such an excellent dancer!?"  

His equivocal, but beautiful answer was, "That is why I 

am consecrating myself to God." 

 

John, the youngest, was ordained a priest by his oldest 

brother, Herbert, and later became the Auxiliary Bishop 

of Salford, England. Four of the five daughters in the 

family entered convents. Gladis entered the Order of the 

Visitation, Teresa joined the Sisters of Mercy, Claire be-

came a Poor Clare, and Mary an Augustinian prioress. 

Margaret, the fifth Vaughan daughter, wanted to be a reli-

gious sister, but could not do so because of her poor 

health. Consecrated to God, she lived at home, but spent 

the last years of her life in a convent. 

 
Taken from ‘Adoration, Reparation, Spiritual Motherhood for Priests’  


