
 

A Story for Us All  
 

To obtain some particular grace, a poor woman promised Almighty God to hear a certain number of Masses: each day 
as she returned home after Mass, she put a bean into a box that she might know the number of obligations fulfilled. 
 
At length, thinking her promise must be almost completed, she opened the box and what was her surprise to find only 
one bean within, whereupon she gave way to despondency and discouragement and complained to God that whereas 
she had so often assisted at Mass, only one was marked. She had a good director and explained all to him. He in return 
explained to her, how no doubt she had been at Mass very regularly, yet without truly hearing Mass, because of her 
voluntary distractions, bad behaviour and perhaps even her talking to others, all which had destroyed the merit of her 
works, and accounted for the loss of her beans.  
 
The poor woman withdrew convinced that providence had made use of this incident to teach her to be more attentive 
during the Holy Sacrifice, if she wished it to be pleasing to God and meritorious to herself.  

“Behold the heart that has loved         

humanity so much and has been so little 

loved in return.” 

 

Our Lord to St Margaret Mary  

June: the month of  the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus 

 
Jesus promised St Margaret Mary Alacoque that He "will 
bless the home in which the image of my Sacred Heart shall be    
exposed and honoured."   When we  display the image of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in a prominent place and signify that 
Jesus is the King, friend and brother of the family, we are 
showing that Jesus is the centre and source of love for 
all.  As the sanctuary church lamp reminds us of Christ's 
presence in the tabernacle, the enthroned image of the 
Sacred Heart reminds us that Jesus is among us and with 
us.   
 
The Twelve Promises of Jesus  to St Margaret Mary 
for those who practice devotion to His Sacred Heart: 

1. I will give them all the graces necessary for their state 

of life. 

2. I will establish peace in their families. 

3. I will console them in all their troubles. 

4. They shall find in My Heart an assured refuge during 
life and especially at the hour of their death. 

5. I will pour abundant blessings on all their undertak-

ings. 

6. Sinners shall find in My Heart the source of an infinite 

ocean of mercy. 

7. Tepid souls shall become fervent. 

8. Fervent souls shall speedily rise to great perfection. 

9. I will bless the homes where an image of My Heart 
shall be exposed and honoured. 

10. I will give to priests the power of touching the most 

hardened hearts. 

11. Those who propagate this devotion shall have their 
names written in My Heart, never to be effaced.  

12. The all-powerful love of My Heart will grant to all 
those who shall receive Communion on the First Fri-
day of nine consecutive months the grace of final re-
pentance; they shall not die under my displeasure, nor 
without receiving their Sacraments; My heart shall be 
their assured refuge at that last hour. 

‘Sacred Heart of Jesus I place all my Trust in You’ 
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Father talks on ‘The Temperaments and Your Spouse’ 
‘Do unto others as you would have them do to you’ 

Your spouse has a temperament which is different than 
yours, a temperament which you have to take into considera-
tion in the way you go about dealing with your spouse. Our 
Lord tells us in the Gospel, ‘Do unto others as you would 
have them do to you.’ It is important to know that you and 
your spouse react to things differently. Take the words of 
Our Lord and ask yourself, if I was in the position of my 
spouse and I was confronted with this issue, how would I 
want the woman to deal with me given my temperament.  
 
When we take temperament into consideration it is not to 

justify a character trait as an excuse 
but to be aware of how to go about 
dealing with your spouse. You might 
win an argument and feel good but 
not win the marriage and not win-
ning what God is asking of you in 
your marriage.  When a spouse has a 
different temperament that is a 
grace, because you can correct each 

other and can learn from each other. 
 
The temperaments are given to us by God. Women are ma-
nipulative by nature; the Christian Faith teaches us that wom-
en should be manipulative but to do the will of God. Doing 
the will of God in your family and marriage is not the same 
as seeking your own will, although sometimes this is a fine 
line.  Because we are fallen and proud our will becomes very 
often contrary to the will of God and becomes a case of get-
ting what we want.  Often even in traditional marriages we 
have people who live together but they resent each other 
even after 20 or more years of marriage. Wives can lament all 
the things they didn’t get or the things their husbands didn’t 
do but that is not the solution you don’t want to be the cause 
of bitterness in your spouse.  
  
Fathers must be careful that they don’t rile up their children 
or wives but to take their spouse’s temperament into consid-
eration.  Husbands very often are inconsiderate of their 
wives, it is the job of a wife to win that out of him in a beau-
tiful way.  It should never be me against my spouse; there has 
always got to be a respect when dealing 
with your spouse. You have to first 
love your spouse, then your children 
and then start being charitable to 
everyone else. You must really put 
each other on a bit of a pedestal and 
look out for one another.  
 
Your marriage begins with your wedding but as the marriage 
continues you may get to a point where you begin to ask 
yourself ‘why did I enter marriage?’, ‘what do I expect from 
marriage’ and ‘where am I at today?’. In the secular world 
there is a very high rate of divorces and separations. Yet 
from the start of your marriage to the point of divorce you 
have gone from A to Z, before you get to Z you have gone 
through the stages of A, B and C.  After many years of mar-

riage you may not be at Z but you may be at D, E, or F.  
Instead of making a better marriage, a holy marriage, a sacred 
marriage, it becomes more and more of an arrangement 
where you live together and raise children together but it is 
not a family and you are not growing in holiness or happi-
ness together.   
  
As in all things: in marriage we have to keep our focus. In 
marriage you have to ask yourself ‘what do I expect from 
marriage?’, ‘what do I expect from my spouse?’, ‘what does 
God expect from me?’, and ‘what does my spouse expect of 
me?’.  The modern world teaches us that we have our rights 
and that we have to impose ourselves on others. As Catho-
lics, however, we have to ask ‘what does my spouse expect of 
me?’, ‘what does the Church expect of me?’ and ‘what is God 
asking of me in marriage?’  
  
Men and women are very different. Women by nature love 
their will. Many women make the big mistake of manipulat-
ing their husband to get what they want, this is the road for 
disaster. Many wives are married to men who have a phleg-
matic approach; who say that their wife will run the show 
and they don’t really care. Not that they don’t care about the 
house but they don’t want to put the effort into directing the 
house, the woman might be happy with this because then she 
can get what she wants, but at the end of the day that is a 
disaster for the family as a whole.  
  
St Monica appealed to the temperament of her spouse. 
Women are gifted like this, they can rile men up, because 
they know the buttons to push. If they can do the wicked 
then they can also do the good. St Augustine said of how his 
mother won his father to the Faith:  ‘You won him by the 
sweetness of your character.’  
 
We can bemoan that a husband doesn’t do things but a good 
wife can help change that. It is not necessarily what a woman 
does not do; because many wives can say that they do the 
cooking and cleaning etc. and on that merit alone, in a certain 
sense, they should be worshipped. However, it is not this 
that keeps the family on track; it is the attitude, it is the vision 
by which you approach your married life.   
 
What St Monica expected from married life was to raise 
Saints for God, she was expecting to get to Heaven, to 
have a companion in this valley of tears to get to Heav-
en. This is what it is about, it is not 
about me having a good time. The 
woman’s role is to guide, direct, to 
help, to support and to be a beau-
tiful Mother.  With the exception of 
Our Lady who was not greater than 
Our Lord,  behind every great man is 
an even greater woman. 
  
Taken from a talk given at St Anne’s Mothers Group, June 2015 
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‘Do unto others as 
you would have 
them do to you.’  

Ask yourself, if I was 
in the position of my 
spouse how would I 
want the woman to 

deal with me. 

The woman’s role 
is to guide, direct, 
to help, to support 

and to be a   
beautiful Mother.   

You must really 
put each other 

on a bit of a  
pedestal and 

look out for one    
another.  



The Wife Desired by Fr Leo J Kinsella 

This is the introduction to the book ‘The Wife Desired’. The idea of this 
book was formed in the author’s mind during the six years he sat at the  
Chicago Chancery Office as one of the judges in the separation court. His 
writing is both insightful and inspirational.  
 
The role of the girl in life is the most glamorous and fascinating in 
all the world. To the nomads of the East she is the "little gazelle" 
and to the Japanese the "plum blossom." In the Book of Proverbs 
she is the "dearest hind and most agreeable fawn." Jewels, sap-
phires and rubies, are her eyes and lips. The softness of a spring 
morning are in her words. Her smile is as the splendour of the 
rising sun. Of all the creatures in the world she is made by God 
the most beautiful. She is the incarnation and summation of all 
the flowers of nature. No man ever spoke more truth than when 
he whispered into the ear of his beloved that she was divine. She 
is an image, a spark of divinity given to us in life as a preview of 
things to come. She is yielding, helpless, yet divine. To whom 
God has given much, from her much is expected. Of no other 
creature is so much demanded. She is to be the helpmate of man 
the mother of his children. She is to keep his home to comfort 
him in loneliness and weariness, and to bring him back to health 
when sick. 
 
This appraisal of the part a girl plays in life may seem to some 
flattering. Yet, it is sincerely made. Actually this judgment of the 
ladies is more challenging than flattering, for what girl could fail 
to desire to measure up to this appraisal in the eyes of her hus-
band? Countless young wives have merited from their husbands 
the esteem that they were the most glamorous and fascinating 
creatures in all the world. Unfortunately too many girls have failed 
to do so, and thus experience the misery of an unhappy, if not 
broken, marriage. The purpose of this book is to show the girl, 
the young wife how she may easily have success and happiness in 
marriage, being in the eyes of her husband "the dearest hind and 
most agreeable fawn." 
 
If you wish negative exposition on the subject of the idea wife, sit 
in on the Separation Court for a few weeks. In their task of coun-
selling the judges seldom work with either ideal husbands or 
wives. As often as not both are at fault. When one is chiefly to 
blame for their unhappiness, it is just as likely to be the wife.  
 
Causes for failure in marriage are pretty equally divided between 
husbands and wives. Many of the unhappy wives appearing there, 
failures in the vocation for which God had best suited them by 
nature, are utterly unaware that they are to blame in a great meas-
ure for their unhappy marriage. "My husband drinks." "He stays 
away from home as much as possible." "He sits down at the tav-
ern with other women." He is always the villain. The poor fellow 
sits down at the tavern with other women not because he is happy 
there. He is desperate. He has a nagging wife, or he is practically 
married to his mother-in-law rather than to his wife. So, foolishly 
he seeks escape at the local tavern. Things go from bad to worse, 
and finally an indignant wife presents herself to the separation 
court demanding a separate maintenance suit. Most wives who 
have failed and are primarily the cause of their broken marriage 
do not realize that their marriage is a failure due to their own 
shortcomings. 
 
 
 
 

An ideal wife inspires. The failure nags. 
The ideal wife is mature and has cut the 
apron strings a possessive mother had 
tied to her. She is weaned emotionally 
as well as physically. The failure is im-
mature and not sure of herself, so she 
puts up with the tyranny all such immature people must accept. 
The husband at first might attempt to deal with this tyranny and 
fight against it. The wife might side with mother, and so there are 
fights. In time the husband throws in the sponge. He wants to 
keep the marriage, and to maintain peace he often slips away to 
the tavern. He finds some release there. Mother advises the wife 
that no daughter of hers should put up with such shameful con-
duct. 
 
In talking to the seniors of a number of girls' high schools in Chi-
cago over the years, I frequently came across the idea that if a girl 
found the ideal husband, she could feel assured of a successful 
marriage. Cannot wives be failures? Just as much and as often as 
husbands, of course. The ideal husband is an interesting subject; 
but, he is not the subject of this book. I am making a plea to girls 
to turn from day dreaming about that ideal husband and reflect 
on their own lives to see whether they cannot prepare to be ideal 
wives. If a girl becomes an ideal and desired wife, she eliminates 
about fifty per cent of the possibility of a failure at marriage. 
 
The average thoughtful girl plans for the day when she will be 
married and happy with her husband. She wants to prepare her-
self for that day. Her success as a wife will be in proportion to 
her intelligent preparation. She does not sit back on her oars 
after marriage either but continues the development of her 
character and charm all the days of her married life.  
 
In writing of the wife desired, I hope to eliminate the negative and 
accentuate the positive. So, if I mention examples of failures, it is 
only to highlight the picture of the successful and, therefore, hap-
py wife. Incidentally, being a successful wife is much more fun 
and there is more pleasure writing about her than about the fail-
ure. 
 
There have been and are today countless ideal wives. They are all 
about us. We have just to open our eyes to see the reasons for 
their success. Why are they so successful? What qualities of mind 
and body do they possess? We shall see in the following pages. 
But just one more reflection before we begin. Lest some timid 
soul be frightened by the high goal implied in the expression 
"Wife Desired," let her remember that every vocation in life has 
its ideal. Without an ideal, a goal in any phase of life, we flounder 
about in confusion and misery.  
 
Most of us may never reach the top, but, when death comes, at 
least we can say that we died climbing. Perhaps at times in the 
following pages we shall get our heads into the clouds. We hope 
so. However, we shall keep our feet on the ground. Even though 
in life we have to plod through a lot of mud and muck on our 
feet, we do not have to get down and plough ahead with our nos-
es. We can keep our heads in the clear air and our vision up be-
yond the clouds ever searching for the full truth and complete 
beauty that lies out beyond the margents of this world. 
 

More from The Wife Desired in the coming editions 

The ideal wife 

inspires, the   

failure nags.  

 

Parents who Neglect to Teach the Value of Truth and Honesty  

 

Taken from ‘Sins of Parents’ by Charles Hugo Doyle.  This book is 
available to borrow in the Church Library.  
 
Lying is technically defined as speaking deliberately against 
one's mind. Its malice lies in the fact that it involves using a 
natural faculty in a way that is directly contrary to its natu-
ral end or purpose and, as such, is intrinsically evil and for-
bidden by the Eighth Commandment and numerous other 
Scriptural teachings. Liars are made, not born. If parents 
look back to the earliest days of their children's dawn of 
reason, they will recall that the little child was by its nature 
painfully truthful. The length of time it took the child to 
relate the story of an incident was exasperating. This was 
due to its desire to be precise. Later, because of the impa-
tience of the parent, of a lack of sympathetic understanding 
plus the lack of parental imagination, the child began to 
realize that there was little percentage in precision and 
truth.  
 
When a parent promises to leave the light on in the child’s 
room when it goes to sleep, the light should be left on. If a 
promise is made to the child "I'll be right downstairs if you 
need me" and the parent instead goes off to a neighbour’s 
for a canasta bout, how will the child learn to be truthful? 
When a child is older and asks for a nickel or dime for an 
ice cream cone and is told "I don't have a cent in the 
house," and when, a few moments later, he is dispatched to 
the corner store for a pack of cigarettes, somebody's lying 
and the child knows "who." If a child is sent to the door 
and told to "tell Mrs. Thingamabob that mother is out," 
when she is actually in housecoat and hair curlers at 4 P. 
M., in the next room, who is teaching whom to lie? 
 
Unfortunately, many parents make the telling of the truth a 
difficult affair. Suppose Angelina accidentally breaks that 
vase you won at the parish bingo (pardon the expression), 
and the child readily admits the deed, be wise enough to 
praise her for her truthfulness and let it go at that. There is 
no vase in all the world that is worth the price of truth, and 
if you are silly enough (and stupid enough) to fly off the 
handle and punish such an upright child, she will very likely 
try the next time to avoid a tongue-lashing or physical vio-
lence by lying. You will have taught her that there is no 
percentage in speaking the truth, so why bother? 
 
Another silly thing is to adopt 
the Sherlock Holmes detective 
complex, issuing a sweeping 
edict to a little child that "I can 
always tell when you are lying by 
looking at your face." Such a 
statement is a challenge that any 
child would be thrilled to try to 
disprove. Once you have found 
out beyond the shadow of a 

doubt that your little Leopold broke the next door neigh-
bour’s window, playing stick-ball, punish him if he has dis-
obeyed your specific orders to play in that spot, but don't 
play judge and jury and make him confess openly to his 
misdeed when you already know he did it. Even Com-
munists on trial refuse to incriminate themselves by testify-
ing against themselves.  
 
Never, never, say to a child, 
''I'll never punish you if you 
tell me the truth." That is bad 
psychology. It may give the 
child the idea that he can do 
anything he wants, and so long 
as he tells you about it, he will 
be unpunished for his wrong-
doing. If you know that wrong 
has been done, punish for it. If 
you are not sure, ask and ac-
cept the answer as truth. Don't 
go into that old routine: "Are you sure you are telling the 
truth?" or "I hope that is the truth." That is no way to build 
confidence in a child, and confidence is so essential. When 
you have independent proof that your child has lied, a long 
face like a yard of broken concrete, and the up-raised, 
threatening hand that looks to the child as big as a ham, is 
a poor way to impress him with his wrongdoing. Take him 
aside and calmly try to make him see what a terrible state 
the world would fall into, if everybody told lies. Tell him 
about the Eighth Commandment, what it demands and 
what it forbids. 
 

Looking back over the years, many parents of children who 
have become habitual liars can strike their own breasts and 
say humbly, "Through my fault." Most frequently they 
learned the gentle art by absorption and example. No 
amount of preaching or moralizing can offset the example 
of a father who barefacedly asks for a child's ticket for an 
over-age child at the circus box-office, or of a mother who 
orders things on approval, wears them, and then sends her 
child to the store with the goods, after carefully training her 
to say to the man, "Mother says these do not fit, and she 
will be down later herself."   

The sins of parents are visited on their children. There is an 
old Latin axiom that says that "no one can give what he 
hasn't got." Your children will never be truthful or will 
never reverence truth unless you set them a sterling exam-
ple in this regard.  

Consciously, or unconsciously, you set the pace for your 
child's life. Holy Scripture warns: "We forecast what may 
be good, not only before God but also before man."  (II 
Cor. 8:21)  
 

Don't go into that old 
routine: "Are you sure 

you are telling the 
truth?" or "I hope that 
is the truth." That is no 

way to build confi-
dence in a child, and           

confidence is so  
essential. 

Another silly thing is 
to adopt the Sherlock 

Holmes detective 
complex, issuing a 
sweeping edict to a 

little child that "I can 
always tell when you 

are lying by looking at 
your face." 


