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TTHHEE  LLAASSTT  GGOOSSPPEELL::  PPAARRTT  IIII  
 

Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

In the last letter we began looking more closely at the first 14 verses of St John’s Gospel. Our Holy 

Mother the Church has for centuries wished that these be the very last words uttered by the priest 
and heard by the faithful at the conclusion of Mass.  

The Holy Ghost inspires nothing without good reason, including the structure of Holy Mass. He wills 

that we leave Calvary retaining the flavour of this passage on our spiritual palate. Therefore the 

thoughtful weighing of the meaning behind these words is well worth our while. Are not the last 
words of any interaction the ones that we remember most afterwards?  

‘There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.’  

When we look at St Luke’s narration of the Annunciation, we find that St Gabriel did not come to Our 

Lady on his own angelic initiative, let alone at random. Rather, he “was sent from God”. This great 

Archangel had (and has) the beatific vision of Heaven, was far more intelligent than all of us put 

together, and yet he waited for his summons. Likewise here, St John the Baptist, the greatest man 

born of woman (Matt 11:11), a kinsman of God Almighty, nevertheless did not take matters into his 

own hands. He waited until God called and sent him. Just like his Cousin, he did not jump into his 

ministry when he himself felt ready, but first spent 30 years in solitude until the permitted age when 

Jewish teachers were allowed to preach. 

Do we ourselves wait for God to call and send us? Or do we instead rush in to things we know little 

about, asserting ourselves and our opinions in matters for which our past has not prepared us, or 

about which we cannot know all the facts? Before taking any strong position or place of authority in 

family, social or church life we must first take counsel. According to St Thomas Aquinas this is the 

first step of the cardinal virtue of Prudence. Failure to take counsel (which must include advice from 

friends we know are against our position, assuring objectivity) before important actions has led to 

many familial, social and religious disasters. “There is a way that seemeth to a man right: but the 
ends thereof lead to death”, wrote King Solomon (Proverbs 16:25). 

‘This man came for a witness, to give testimony of the light. He was not the light, but was to give 

testimony of the light.’ 

We witness to something when we relate to others knowledge we have acquired but our audience 

has not. John had 30 years of intimate union with God up his sleeve, so he was not lacking in 

knowledge to relate. But what especially did he relate to his penitential audience at the Jordan River? 

That the Messiah and Saviour was now in the world, and that genuine sorrow for one’s sins was a 

necessary condition to receive His salvation. Sin is darkness, and humble acknowledgement of it by 

John’s hearers would make this “light” he announced a genuine attraction. As an aside, the original 

Greek word there for “witness” is martyrian, giving us ‘martyr’. Indeed, St John paid the ultimate 

price for his witnessing to Herod’s adultery, suffering decapitation. 



You and I are not “the light”, but Our Lord alone. We all have a centripetal tendency to lead others to 

ourselves instead of to Christ. To do so is to lead others to disappointment at the very least. We are 

instead only witnesses to Christ, windows through which others should be able to see Him clearly. 

The words “He must increase, I must decrease”, spoken by the same St John, should be ever-
present in our minds. 

‘That was the true light, which enlightens every man that comes into this world.’ 

“I am the light of the world” Our Lord would later exclaim, pronouncing Himself the sun of our 

spiritual life. From the light shed by a cosy fireplace to that reflected by the moon, all these give 

merely derivative, 2nd-hand light. But Our Lord is not ‘from’ the light or ‘by’ the light…He is the Light. 

Any ‘Aha!’ moment we have ever had in moments of sudden comprehension had its roots in the 

brilliant and blinding original light of Christ. No philosopher or scientist ever penetrated truth from 

outside of Christ’s light, since He “enlightens every man”. 

Whenever we pray, we stand underneath this Light. Granted, Christ is the source of whatever 

intellectual light anyone, Christian or not, has ever received. But this is only on the natural level. 

Prayer is the conscious contact of our soul with its Saviour, and lets in a light far deeper and broader 

and brighter than any obtained without it. A supernatural light. Prayer is the very breath of our soul, 

without which it suffocates. It is the light of our soul, without which we are blind to even the basic 

truths, especially about ourselves. Prayer which is merely ‘said’ or ‘recited’ is not prayer in God’s 

eyes. These ‘prayer recitals’ do not open the shutters to let the Light Who is Christ through. Prayer 
instead must be prayed, otherwise it is merely “sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (I Cor 13:1). 

May the remaining weeks of Lent be a time of intense enlightening of our minds and hearts. But it 

will only happen through prayer. 

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

 

Fr Jordie Stephens, Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 


