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Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

This month’s letter continues where we left off in January, commenting on our 3rd Order SSPX rule. 

Practical Notes 

‘Recommended reading: the Acts of St. Pius X, the Catechism of the Council of Trent, the 

New Testament, the Imitation of Christ, lives of the Saints. Circulate good books’:  

St James writes (2:26) that ‘even as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works 

is dead’. Similarly, religious instruction without stories is dead. Even the most faithful teaching of the 

Catholic Catechism becomes soul-less and skeletal unless enlivened by stories, illustrations and 

anecdotes. They are that spoonful of sugar that makes the medicine go down. Stories give soul and 

soft sinews to otherwise cold hard truth. The eyes and minds of our students and children light up 

when we illustrate an abstract truth with a concrete story. For one thing our intellect simply cannot 

function without at least some rudimentary images, and in addition it is not abstractions but actions 
which ultimately inspire us.  

It is the lives of the Saints which contain the most inspiring actions of all. Since their wills were 

almost identical to the will of God, they and their immediate environment became supple 

instruments for the Divine Designer to produce the most beautiful work of art we know: a saintly life. 

In fact, the art of Spiritual Direction has been called the ‘art of arts’ since its goal is to produce not a 
piece of music or sculpture, but a holy human life.  

Whereas most of us are continually departing from God’s original plan for the human machine, 

bringing consequent defect and malfunction, the Saints hardly deviated from it, thus producing the 

kinds of human lives God intended. We often behave more like toes than fingers. That is, whereas 

toes are always on the ground and hard to move with any precision, fingers are higher up and 

respond instantaneously for fast, flexible and delicate movement. Or we might liken the lives of 

many of us to a complicated mosaic. This mosaic looks ordinary or even ugly close up and beautiful 

only from a distance, since the Eternal Artist is always ensuring our disobedient little tiles fall in an 

ultimately pleasing pattern. But with the Saints the lightest and most delicate twist of the 

brushstroke is all His very own work, resulting in a Masterpiece from every possible angle and 
distance. 

But whose Saint’s lives should we read? In a past letter I noted the importance of our knowing the 

character of Christ by regularly reading the 4 Gospels. Now as great as they are, the innumerable 

lives of the Saints are all commentaries or footnotes on the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saint of 

Saints. Let us not read the footnotes before or more than the principal text itself. We should be 

utterly fascinated and even ‘obsessed’ with everything concerning the most important 33 years of 

history. Not only are there great scholarly commentaries upon the life of Christ, but Our Lord has 
graciously revealed His earthly life in great detail to saintly women mystics over the centuries. 

After the life of Christ Himself, I recommend the lives of the Saints in Sacred Scripture. Most of the 

great biblical personages of the Old Testament are recognized as Saints by the Catholic Church, and 

to have their stories in the very inspired words of God Himself is a great privilege. In the Old 

Testament the stories of Moses, Esther, Judith, Job, David, Ruth and Tobias are just some of those 

which should be known and meditated upon by all Catholics. The one life which dominates the New 



Testament after the four Gospels is that of St Paul, the converted Pharisee. The Acts of the Apostles 
(written by St Luke) and his own 14 letters portray him in tremendous detail and depth. 

Outside the inspired word of God we have a colossal kaleidoscope of lives of the Saints to choose 

from. Our differing temperaments and experiences will draw us to particular Saints, and we may 

safely read anything written before the 1960’s with an ‘Imprimatur’. Sadly, many modern churchmen 

have an idea of sanctity which is influenced more by Hollywood than Holy Scripture and Tradition. 

Although he is not yet canonized, if I could choose one person whose life I would strongly encourage 

you to know and meditate upon, it is that of Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, the saintly founder of the 

Society of St Pius X. Many of you have read his own ‘The Little Story of My Long Life’, but the 

definitive biography is that of His Lordship Bishop Bernard Tissier de Mallerais. ‘The Horn of the 

Unicorn’ by David Allen-White is another more ‘popular’ and user-friendly attempt to convey his life 

from a more artistic perspective. Another source is the 3-volume work ‘Apologia Pro Marcel Lefebvre’ 

by Michael Davies. This latter work includes a number of the Archbishop’s sermons as well as much 

of his correspondence with his superiors. The humility and respect that shines through this 

correspondence with Rome despite their persecution and unfairness with him is truly remarkable. 

Even apart from his own personal holiness and faithful mirroring of his Divine Master, the life of 

Marcel Lefebvre had something else in common with that of many other Saints who were public 

figures: condemnation by the Church establishment. Since forgiveness of one’s enemies is the 

ultimate test for a Christian1, God has always seen fit to test it heroically in His favourite servants 

who were persecuted by the very people who should have supported and loved them most. Their 

response to these friends-turned-enemies is the litmus test of their sanctity, and this condemnation 

by churchmen goes all the way back to the beginning. Our Lord Himself was fiercely and viciously 

persecuted, tortured and killed at the instigation of the Jewish equivalent of our bishops and Pope. St 

Paul was chased out of many cities by members of that same religious establishment.  Many 

founders of religious orders have been persecuted and sometimes literally thrown out of their own 

monasteries. St Joan of Arc was interrogated and killed by churchmen. In our own era St Mary of the 

Cross was ‘excommunicated’, and St Padre Pio was officially condemned by churchmen on more than 

one occasion. Holiness draws hatred, especially from those “of the household of the faith” (Gal 6:10). 

Therefore the official condemnations and penalties imposed upon Marcel Lefebvre, while certainly not 

sufficient conditions for his sanctity, given our knowledge of history they would appear to be almost 
necessary conditions2. 

Marcel Lefebvre, like all the Saints, managed to combine two qualities that are hopelessly lopsided in 

most of us. That is to say, he was hard and immovable with principles, but soft and flexible with 

people. He “became all things to all men” with the aid of a rare manly meekness that he obtained 

only because he made himself first and foremost ‘all things’ to Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

May the life of Christ and His Saints be the lighthouses that guide us through these truly 

tempestuous times. 

 

Fr Jordie Stephens 

Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 

                                                           
1 As witnessed by one of  the last sentences uttered by Our Lord: “Father, forgive them...” 
2 A necessary condition is one among many things that must be present to achieve some end. A sufficient condition is that which alone needs 
to be present to achieve some end. For example, a necessary condition to produce a work of  art is being human, but is is not a 
sufficient condition. Baptism is a necessary condition to save our soul, but it is not a sufficient condition. 


