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Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

This month’s letter continues where we left off in August, commenting on our 3rd Order SSPX rule. 

Practical Notes 

‘Recommended reading: the Acts of St. Pius X, the Catechism of the Council of Trent, the 

New Testament, the Imitation of Christ, lives of the Saints. Circulate good books’:  

It should be obvious why the New Testament is unique among the list of recommended reading. All 

other books, even the best of them, are written by human men and women, mere creatures of God. 

Works such as ‘Introduction to the Devout Life’ by St Francis de Sales or ‘The Story of a Soul’ by St 

Therese of Lisieux are doubtless spiritual masterpieces. They were written by Saints filled with the 

very life of God. Nevertheless, except when they were taking dictations from God Himself, they 

themselves, not God, are the principal authors and inspirers of their own books. We cannot be sure 

that everything they wrote was directly willed by God, and their books needed to be checked for 
error like any other before receiving their ‘Imprimatur’1. 

The 27 books of the New Testament (and the 46 books of the Old Testament, of course), however, 

have the Uncreated and Almighty God Himself as their ultimate Author and Inspirer. They need no 

‘Imprimatur’, but are themselves rather the chief standard by which all ‘Imprimatur’s’ are given! 

They give to us not the words of man, but the words of God. God Almighty is the Primary Cause and 

Initiator of every word written down by the Biblical authors, who themselves were only subordinate 
and secondary causes.  

The 1st Vatican Council says that the reason why these 73 books are held by the Church 

‘as sacred and canonical2 is not that, having been composed by human industry they have been subsequently 
approved by her authority, nor merely that they contain revelation without error, but because, being written 

under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, they have God as their author and as such have been delivered to the 
Church herself’ (Session 4, Decree 1) 

It is also important to remember that each of the 73 books is a distinct and stand-alone entity. They 

are bound into one volume for convenience, but the Bible does not constitute one ‘book’ any more 

than do ‘The Complete Works of Shakespeare’. They were written by a broad spectrum of authors 

with different motives, who wrote across a period spanning 1,500 years. This is not to deny the 

‘salvation theme’ which runs through all of them (as it doubtless runs through all God’s dealings with 

our fallen race), nor the fact that God knew they would eventually constitute one volume in a way 
that Shakespeare did not. 

But it does mean that we should feel perfectly comfortable having read even one of its books, 

knowing that we have not merely read ‘a bit of the Bible’, as one may read only one scene from 

‘Romeo and Juliet’. That is, to have read ‘Tobias’ or ‘The Gospel of John’ is to have read a complete 
and divinely inspired book in its own right, not just an incomplete ‘extract’ of Sacred Scripture. 

                                                           
1 Latin for ‘Let it be printed’, being ecclesiastical permission to print a book which contains no errors touching Faith or Morality. 
 
2 From the Greek kanon, being a ‘rule’ or ‘standard’. A book is ‘canonical’ if  it belongs to the official list of  books approved by the 
Catholic Church as divinely inspired. 



Thus we are really more privileged than it may appear, since there are 73 inspired books, not just 

one. It is an excellent example of what we might call the ‘versatility’ of God, that He can use vastly 

different authors and environments to instruments and channels of His divine thoughts. Like the 

great St Paul, God Himself became ‘all things to all men’ (I Cor 9:22). Even to wicked men. When St 

John the Evangelist quotes the high priest Caiaphas as saying that “it is expedient for you that one 

man should die for the people and that the whole nation perish not”, he notes that Caiaphas said this 

“not of himself3: but being the high priest of that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for the 
nation” (John 11:50-51). God is not as narrowly provincial as we often think Him to be. 

Why is only the New Testament recommended? Perhaps an analogy might help here. Adolescents 

can be confusing, contradictory and infuriating. They are immature, unripe, almost-adults who are 

not completely sure where they are going or how to get there. They have great power, but do not 
know how to use it, and need a lot of adult help and direct interference.  

Well, the Chosen People throughout much of the Old Testament were a little like an adolescent. They 

had the Law of Moses, but not the abundant grace to put it into practise. They had all the shadows, 

but not the reality. They had the portable Tabernacle and permanent Temple where God dwelt at 

times, but not the Temple of Christ’s Body in which God permanently dwells. They needed frequent 

and direct intervention from God to keep them on track. They were often stiff-necked and stubborn, 

and had to be spanked and sent out of the room by a seemingly endless succession of punishments 

and exiles.  

But in the New Testament (though not devoid of mystery and seeming contradiction by any means) 

we meet the fully grown man. We meet Jesus Christ; the Single Reality Who was casting all those 

innumerable, grey and indistinct shadows upon the Old Testament. Imagine trying to figure out what 

someone looks like by examining their shadow! The heavenly doctrine in the New Testament is richer 

and more distilled, as is any instruction given to an adult. The heavenly doctrine in the Old 

Testament is laced with sugary promises of an earthly ‘land flowing with milk and honey’, with 

endless stories so needed by children and adolescents. Quite simply, finding Christ in the Old 

Testament needs significant time and significant study, something not available to everyone. 

Certainly, if you have the time and wish to appreciate Our Lord Jesus Christ in a whole new light, you 

should go to the Old Testament. It is the word of God after all! However, as noted above, do not feel 

as if you have not read God’s Word just because you have not read all God’s Word. Your priests do 

have a strict duty to be very familiar with the all the written Word of God. They must teach and 

preach, and so must be fully at home with all 73 books through constant study. Do not think that 
your knowledge has to be equal with theirs in this or in any other sacred study. 

Lastly, ensure you make the 4 Gospels your first port of call in the New Testament. The personality 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ, His Life, His Death and His Resurrection are the golden key to all of Sacred 

Scripture, to all human history and to the salvation of your own soul. Be familiar with them. Be 

familiar with Him. Ensure that your reading about Him does not stop at precisely that: ‘about Him’. 

We must know not just about Him, but we must know Him. And this happens through prayer, to 
which all your spiritual reading should lead you. 

In the next letter we will consider the importance of familiarity with ‘The Imitation of Christ’. 

May your prayers this month for the Holy Souls rise to God like fragrant incense in His sight. 

 

Fr Jordie Stephens 
Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 

                                                           
3 I.e. Not by his own inspiration. 


