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Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

Since August 2012 the topic of these letters has been our 3rd Order obligations and any related issues. In the interests of 

variety we will take a break from this commentary, and the remainder of the 3rd Order obligations which pertain to family life 
will be considered in future letters.  

Two days before His death, Our Lord prophesied the definitive end of the Jerusalem Temple with these words: “there shall not 
be left here a stone upon a stone that shall not be destroyed” (Matt 24:2). The literal fulfilment of that prophecy came 26 
years later in 70 A.D. with the merciless demolition of Jerusalem and its Temple by the Romans soldiers under General Titus. 
The very centre and home of all liturgical Jewish life was annihilated, and they have been homeless ever since.  

Just as for that Temple in Jerusalem, there seems now for us Catholics to be barely “a stone upon a stone” which has not been 
thrown down from the temple of what seemed to be an impenetrable Christian civilization.  

Where is God’s providential hand in all of this? With even the very representatives of Christ’s Church seeming on the brink of a 
victory over all that is good and true, where is our God? How could the Immaculate Heart of Mary possibly triumph amidst 
this? 

Feeling increasingly alone and adrift amongst this wreckage, it becomes daily harder to see God’s providential hand. What are 
we to make of it? Is there a precedent and pattern for all these horrors, a map which charts these treacherous waters?  

Yes, there is: the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is general agreement amongst the great Catholic minds and hearts of history in this regard. That is, they all concur that 
since Christ’s Ascension into Heaven His Mystical Body and Bride has been living out something parallel and analogous to His 
own earthly life in 1st century Palestine. In other words, what the Head has done at the ‘micro’ level over 34 years in the Holy 
Land, the body and limbs of that Head have been doing at the ‘macro’ level over the whole planet for almost two millennia. 

But first a disclaimer and caution. There is an old Latin principle which warns all teachers that Omnis comparatio claudicat, or 

‘Every comparison limps’. Comparisons, analogies and illustrations are indeed essential to the working of our minds, and 
without them our thinking ceases altogether. However, only a certain part of any comparison applies, whereas the rest (the 
shell or ‘packet’) is to be discarded as we would discard a bottle after we have drunk the wine contained therein. 

For example, just think how limited our insights into the Holy Trinity would be if we had not had the natural human family, the 
triangle and the shamrock as aids and illustrations! Our Lord Himself used comparisons constantly so as to illuminate His 
teaching for our darkened minds. For example, He compared Himself to a grapevine saying “I am the vine, you are the 
branches”. Is Our Lord then a literal plant with large green leaves stuck in the soil and yielding grapes? Obviously not, and in 
whatever other ways we answer ‘Not so’ to that comparison, that is the limping or hobbling element inherent in it, the 
disposable packet. The healthy and helpful part of that analogy, on the other hand, is what Christ primarily intended and is 
genuinely insightful. That is, just as the sap of the vine allows the buds and branches to be fruitful only by being united to it, 
so the grace and life of the Man-God flows into us when we are in the state of grace and thus allows us to produce the grapes 
of good works. So if you ever find yourself saying ‘Hey, this part of the illustration works, but that part does not!’ you are 
acknowledging the weakness inherent in all comparisons as stated by that Latin axiom. 

So, if in some mysterious way the life of Christ’s Mystical Bride is running parallel to His own earthly life, we should expect to 

see similarities between them. We human beings often live a ‘double life’ in a bad sense, but Jesus Christ lives a ‘double life’ in 
a good and beautiful sense. 

For example, how did the physical Body and life of Jesus of Nazareth begin? Well, His biological ancestry was a chosen people 

composed of 12 different tribes, and He inherited this biological background from Our Lady’s body. Once conceived through 
Her ‘Fiat’, He was then confined to one small space for 9 months until His glorious birth. Now cast your thoughts forward 34 
years to the beginnings of His Mystical Body. There is general agreement that Pentecost Sunday was the birth of Christ’s 
Bride, the Catholic Church. Now was there a similar 12-fold origin here, also? Yes, since 12 apostles had been chosen as the 
kernel of the Church just as the 12 tribes of Israel had been chosen by God and formed the material element of Christ’s 
physical Body. And for how long did the Apostles prayerfully prepare with Mary before Pentecost, the birth of the Church? Nine 
days, surely somewhat parallel to the nine months of Christ in Mary’s immaculate womb. And notice the centrality of Our Lady 
on both occasions, the matrix and hub of prayer and spiritual growth for the newly developing and closely-confined organism. 



Are these two beginnings the same in every respect? Clearly not, but this is what we should expect. In fact, let us note well 

that if there are too many points of similarity between a mystery and the comparison we use to illustrate it, the comparison 
becomes useless. Think about it. If the comparison and the thing it was supposed to help us understand were the same in 
every way, they would be identical, and who in their right mind compares and contrasts identical things?? 

Since there are obvious parallels between the start both of Christ’s bodily and His Mystical life, we can probably expect 
similarities at the end also. Is the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church Militant, now nearing its end? Are the eternal nuptials on 
the very verge of being celebrated after a 2000-year engagement period? Whether they are or not, we should surely expect 
that close to the end something parallel to Christ’s earthly Passion and Death will take place.  

So what characterized the last days of Our Lord’s life? Beginning on the 10th of Nisan, the very day on which the Passover 

lambs were to be chosen and set aside, the Lamb of God Himself enters into Jerusalem amidst a cheering and adulating crowd 
while His death is being plotted. But only four days later, He is betrayed by one of His closest friends, denied repeatedly by 
someone He Himself chose as His visible representative, abandoned by the majority of His most intimate friends, and is finally 
tortured to death in the most public, hideous and humiliating manner possible. In the end He was unrecognizable even as a 
man, let alone as God. 

Do any of these things sound familiar in the Catholic Church of the last century? For example, is not the Second Vatican 
Council and the string of heterodox reforms done in its ‘spirit’ one of the greatest betrayals of Our Lord imaginable? Has the 
face of Christ ever appeared so marred, mangled and unrecognizable as it is in the New Mass and all its accompanying 
novelties? And were not all these horrors preceded by a seemingly glorious ‘50’s Catholicism’ (Think of the popularity of the 
great Fulton Sheen’s ‘Life is Worth Living’ television series), just as the Hosannas of Palm Sunday only shortly preceded the 
shouts of ‘Crucify Him!’? How many of Christ’s most intimate friends, the Bishops, have abandoned Him in doctrine, morals 
and liturgy, even allowing Him to be manhandled, spat upon and kicked in the disgraceful practice of Communion in the hand? 
How many Catholics can now recognize Him as God amidst the ugliness and banality of the New Mass?  

And has there been anything parallel in our times to St Peter’s multiplied denials of his Divine Master during His final hours? 

Uum…yes. Public Koran-kissing and refusal to discipline or even acknowledge wayward clerics certainly comes to mind. Now is 
it merely a coincidence that the most numerous ‘denials’ of Christ by Popes in history have occurred within the last 50 years?  

Will Christ’s Mystical Body on earth undergo (or is it now undergoing) something analogous to the death and burial of Our 
Lord? 

If it does or is, we know what happened 38 hours after Christ’s death: New Life. “Unless the grain of wheat falling to the 

ground dies, it remains alone”, Our Lord said of Himself shortly before His death. If His Mystical Body is to go through a 
similar death-like experience, then we can be sure that a glorious and world-changing resurrection is just around the corner. 
Let us also recall what Christ said at the Last Supper to His soon-to-deny-Him Pope: “I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not: and thou, being once converted, confirm thy brethren”. When will our current Popes enact those italicized words? All in 
God’s good time.  

In the meantime, let us at least not say these troubled times have no precedent. Let us read and meditate on the Gospels, 

especially the Passion. If the Church is undergoing her own Passion, we may thereby know what to expect as members of a 
crucified...and resurrected, Head. 

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

 

Fr Jordie Stephens, Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 

3rd Order SSPX sponsorship of the ‘Sword of Honour’ at St Thomas Aquinas College, Tynong 

Fr Fortin, the principal of St Thomas Aquinas College in Tynong, has asked the 3rd Order SSPX to be the official 

sponsor of the ‘Sword of Honour’, an annual award given to one male student for Christlike service and 
dedication to duty. Each year one boy’s name will be inscribed on a sword to be displayed at the college. Four 
swords have been purchased (1 for display, and another 3 for 2016, 2017 and 2018). 

If you would like to make a financial contribution to the purchase of these swords, please contact myself by 

email or phone (0488211664).  


