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CCoorrrruuppttiioonn  oorr  IInnssttrruuccttiioonn??    

PPaarrtt  II   
Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

One of the hardest accusations to answer about our membership in the Catholic Church is this: ‘How can 

you in good conscience belong to an organisation infiltrated with corruption? Is it not an acquiescence to 

the evils perpetrated within? Besides, surely the very existence of any moral evil among churchmen is an 

immediate refutation of her claim to divine authority! How can the representative of the highest moral 

ideals expect to be taken seriously given such obvious misbehaviour by her own representatives?’ 

These are not comfortable questions to answer. We prefer less confrontational queries like ‘What is a 

Sacrament?’ or ‘Why are you fasting?’ But when asked to account for the existence of moral evil (sin) we 

may feel we are on shaky ground.  

But we are on solid ground. Far from being a question that should embarrass or surprise us, sin and 

corruption in the Church is in an important sense at the very heart of her raison d’etre. Just as we are not 

astonished at sick people being in a hospital, so we should not more astonished at the sickness of sin in 

the Church. We would be rightly aghast at someone saying ‘Why are there so many sick people in that 

hospital, Doctor? I’m scandalized, and will never enter such an unhealthy place!!’ 

Defending or justifying the existence evil, especially moral evil, is a tricky business. It can easily be taken 

as heartless and insulting, regardless of the reasonableness of our response. This is especially the case if 

the evil has touched the accuser’s life personally. A word of sympathy or even silence might be better than 

an erudite response at such a time. As Solomon says, there is “a time to be silent” (Eccl 3:7).  

But there is also “a time to speak” and when that time comes we should be ready with some answers. 

Having a ready answer is not an optional extra for us, since we are explicitly exhorted thereto by our first 

pope: “Always be prepared to give a defence to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that 

you have” (I Peter 3:15). There are few things harder than evil to defend. 
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What sort of defence might we offer in the face of such accusations, and why is the existence of Church 

corruption, especially among the clergy, so crucial for our instruction? This is a question even more 

apropos for you who are 3rd Order members. After all, you have sought and obtained an intimacy with the 

Catholic Church beyond that which the rest of the laity have. 

Firstly, if such an accusation comes from an atheist, we should press them on their use of the word ‘evil’.  

So, they accuse Catholics of evil? But, since evil is merely the privation of goodness, logically they must 

assert the existence of goodness also. Just as to complain of toothache and crooked teeth is to assume an 

existing standard of healthy and straight teeth, so also to complain of crooked human behaviour is to 

assume a standard of correct behaviour. Do they admit this standard or measure? 

If they refuse to acknowledge some ultimate standard of good behaviour (Whom we call ‘God’), they have 

sawn off the branch upon which they sit, and talk nonsense in calling anything at all ‘evil’. Just as there 

can be no parasite without a host, no darkness without light and no falling without standing, so also there 

can be no evil without the goodness it darkens and decays.1  

Secondly, I made mention above of the first pope, St Peter, and so should we when accusations of sin in 

the clergy or even the papacy come up.  

The Church has not tried to hide the fact that some of the popes (a tiny minority) have been corrupt, and 

that all of them have been sinners like us. Actually, her transparency in admitting (and even detailing) 

the sins of popes begins right in Sacred Scripture itself: with Peter of Bethsaida. It is one of the many 

marks of the Bible’s veracity that the sacred writers do not skimp on giving a ‘warts and all’ catalogue of 

the moral failings of its great figures. 

This rough Galilean fisherman, chosen to be the first official representative of Christ’s Church on earth, 

was hardly without faults, and the Gospels make no attempt to gloss over or minimize them. I am sure he 

will forgive me for recalling: his attempt to stop Christ going to His suffering and death for our 

Redemption (Matt 16:22); his being called “Satan” by Christ Himself for such an attempt; his running 

away with the other Apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:50); his cowardly use of oaths, 

cursing and swearing to deny he even knew Who Christ was (Matt 26:72-74); his scandalous use of double 

standards at Antioch for which St Paul had to rebuke him openly (Gal 2:11-15); as well as his other 

miscellaneous acts of disbelief in Christ’s power (E.g. Matt 14:31, Luke 5:5). 

Whatever the corruption has been, is or will be on the part of the occupant of St Peter’s Chair, it does not 

present us with anything substantially different from that found in Scripture itself. Our Pope in Rome is 

Christ’s representative, yes, and indeed has tremendous powers to advance the interests of the Church. 

Impeccability (sinlessness), however, has never been one of those powers, nor was it meant to be. Peter 

proves this. 

In the next letter we will continue to examine why moral evil in the ranks of the Church, far from being a 

reason to doubt her truth, is rather a feature explicitly foreseen by Christ for the good of souls. 

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Fr Jordie Stephens  

Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 

                                                                   

                                                           
1 There is a 2014 book entitled Stealing from God, which shows how atheists can only attempt denial of  God’s existence and denouncement 
of  religious corruption by stealing language and ideas that assume an all-good God exists! 


