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Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

Firstly, it is an honour to be taking over the chaplaincy from Father Christopher Curtis, whose efforts 
were no doubt exemplary in overseeing the spiritual welfare of the 3rd Order members, an Order so necessary in 
these times of such unparalleled disorder. I look forward to my own growing knowledge and appreciation of the 
3rd Order and you its members over the coming months and years. I intend to focus not on the accidentals of all 
the latest news, with which we are soaked in our society of hyper-communication, but rather the substantial 

truths of the Faith, the living of which we can always improve on, whether as clerics, 3rd Order members or non-
members. 

Recently(Quinquagesima Sunday) the liturgy presented us with St Paul’s sublime but entirely practical 
discourse on supernatural charity (I Cor 13), one of the real gems of his inspired epistles. Just to refresh our 
memories, theological charity is a supernatural virtue(a special gift above our normal human nature) 
inseparable from sanctifying grace, and related to the latter as is the blooming flower to the stem thereof. Its 
object or end is God Himself, not as He Who gives us certainty in believing difficult supernatural truths (Faith), 

or as He from Whom we confidently expect all the helps to attain heaven (Hope), but as infinitely loveable in 
Himself, simply because He is God.1 So whereas Faith and Hope have something imperfect about them 
(ie.obscurity and expectancy respectively), Charity does not. And because in heaven there exists only that which 
is perfect, consequently Faith and Hope will be no more, with Charity alone remaining, which, on St Paul’s 
testimony, “never falleth away”. 

Amongst other things, St Paul lists 5 attributes of Charity regarding our neighbour(which shouldn’t 
surprise us, as true Charity for God and our neighbour are inseparable). He who has no problems with fraternal 

Charity need read no further!. 

 Firstly, he says that Charity “beareth all things”, which commentators say is more correctly translated 
from the greek as “conceals all things”. Do we strive to conceal defects in our neighbour’s character and 
behaviour, or do we rather strive, often with great subtlety, to bring them into relief, of course in marked 
contrast to our own impeccable behaviour?! If we honestly contrast this eagerness to reveal our neighbour’s 
faults with our shrewdness in concealing our own, we will be greatly humbled at our shameful tendencies, so far 
from Our Lord’s, as seen in His hiding the horrible sin of Judas at the Last Supper.  

Next, Charity also “believeth all things”, ie. all the good that can possibly be attributed to our neighbour. 
Every creature of God from the highest angel in heaven to Lucifer himself in hell possesses some good, even if 
that good merely be the fact that they exist. If our neighbour (about whose intentions we are usually wrong) 
doesn’t possess the good qualities or actions we accord them, then what do we lose? Rather we have gained in 
merit, and helped our neighbour’s good reputation, which is such a help to living the life of virtue. “Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do” said Christ from the cross. He said this of His executioners!! And 

will we deny attributing any good we can to our neighbour? 

Thirdly, Charity should “hopeth all things” regarding the reform or mere increased perfection of our 
neighbour. We are usually confident in our own improvement (and so we should be, with God’s grace), but quick 
to write off the future of others whose faults make them easy to categorize. Psychologically, we can see why 
this tends to happen, as we can’t directly experience the free will of others as we do our own, and thus there is 

a tendency to mechanize their behaviour as unlikely of change, whereas we are confident in our own free will to 
change whenever we choose. Did not Christ, even thought He knew Judas would betray Him, still hope in His 
traitor’s change of heart, with His heartrending last amicable appeal of “Friend, whereto art thou come?” (Matt 
26:50). Let us strive to attribute good to our neighbour seventy times seven times, rather than sparingly, 

 
1 In a similar manner we look at a beautiful sunset merely because beautiful in itself, not for any “useful” purpose beyond it. This in 
fact applies to all genuine art. Thus we can call all real art “impractical”! 



because despite past faults, “nothing is impossible to God” (Luke 1:37) Who “desires all men to be saved” 
because He “gave Himself a redemption for all” (I Tim 2:4,6). 

Finally, perfect Charity “endureth all things” from its fellow man. Surely we all experience that this is 

perhaps the hardest duty of all. It regards not so much those blatant “in your face” insults as was the physical 
striking of Our Lord by the servant of the High Priest (Matt 26:67), but the daily frailties, sins and imperfections 
endured from our neighbour, from overtalkativeness to failing to clean up after oneself (not to mention more 
serious ones). Homeopathic doctors say that the smaller the trace of active ingredient in their medicines, the 
more potent the latter will be. Likewise, it seems that the smaller the failing we have to sustain from our 

neighbour, the more potent is seems to be in arousing our annoyance indignation! May we strive to endure 
patiently and lovingly  the motes in our neighbour’s eye, which will become so much easier if we first locate the 
hidden beams in our own. How often do we reflect upon how burdensome we are to those around us? It is a sad 
fact (but very meritorious for others, thanks to God’s Providence) that 99% of us are entirely blind to our own 
frailties and failings. Next time we converse with someone, let us try to see and hear ourself from their point of 
view. Do we look at them while they speak? Do we interrupt them? Do we make a joke of everything? Do we 
talk only of ourselves? This is very medicinal, and very humiliating, but will soon make for peaceful existence 

with our neighbour. 

In conclusion, let me quote from Cornelius a Lapide’s Scripture commentary regarding the need for our 
Charity to be universal:  

“The soul on fire with charity is like the sky; for as the wide-spreading sky embraces the whole earth, 
and warms and fertilizes it by the sun’s rays, and waters it by its showers-even places bristling with thorns-so 
the soul embraces with its Charity the inhabitants of the whole earth though they be barbarians or foes, and 
does good to whom it can, and waters and nourishes with its sweetness those who bristle with the thorns of 
hatred.” 

Let us remember that without true charity, all our sacrifices this Lent will be “as brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal” in God’s sight. May we “put away the things of a child”, and put on Jesus Christ and His genuine 
supernatural Charity, not only in order to merit for ourselves a more penetrating vision of God in heaven, but to 
gently draw greater numbers to the True Faith, and not drive the others out of It. 

In the Sacred Heart, through the Immaculate heart of Mary, 

 

 
Fr Jordie Stephens 

Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX 

For Australia  


