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CCoorrrruuppttiioonn  oorr  IInnssttrruuccttiioonn??    

PPaarrtt  IIIIII   
Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

This letter will conclude our considerations about unholiness in the Catholic Church.  

So far we have presented four ways to approach this problem: 1) Faced with a non-believer, we should point 

out to them that for genuine evil to exist there must also be genuine good, thus demanding the existence of a 

good God; 2) Since Scripture details misbehaviour in the very first pope, our Faith should not be shaken at any 

misbehaviour in his successors, much less in his subjects; 3) As one of the Four Mark of the Church, ‘Holiness’ 

refers principally to Christ and His doctrine, not to individual members of the Church; 4) Since the word ‘holy’ 

originally meant ‘set aside and singled out for God’, a sinner, even a very wicked one (e.g. Caiaphas) can 

nevertheless still be ‘holy’. Only Christ and His Mother were truly ‘holy’ in the sense of ‘impeccable’. Besides, 

calling anyone ‘holy’ or ‘unholy’ is historically fraught with danger. Thus even the Saints were often judged as 

unholy, seen in the endless ecclesiastical condemnations of them throughout history. 

Fifthly, the Head of the Catholic Church is Jesus Christ Our Lord, not any human person or any human pope. 

We are not sanctified or saved as such by any pope, bishop, priest or even saint, but by Christ. “There is no 

other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The clergy, due to their 

function (not their person) are indeed guaranteed channels of grace for us via the Sacraments, but the grace is 

Christ’s grace and the Sacraments are Christ’s Sacraments. The clergy are the official pipelines between God 

and man. The plumbing is not always pretty, but it always works. 

St Paul warned the Corinthians of this very misunderstanding, since they were putting their faith in fallible 

men: “Was Paul then crucified for you, or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”(I Cor 1:13). In other words, 

we must remind our accusers that although the head of the Church on earth is the pope, our model and Master 

is Jesus Christ, the true Head of the Church. Period. And our knowledge of clergy misdemeanours should no 

more shake our Faith in Christ than the knowledge of Judas’s betrayal. Actually, any wrongs at all done by 

Catholics only serves to remind us of how much we all need our Saviour.  

Sixthly, our response to corrupt members of Christ’s Mystical Body must be utterly different from many 

others. For them, these withered branches of the Church are permanently parched sticks destined for the 
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eternal furnace of Hell. But for us, if we want to be worthy of the name ‘Christian’, they must be seen for what 

they really are: stray sheep for whom Our Lord shed His Blood to bring back to the fold. “Is it My will that a 

sinner should die, saith the Lord God, and not that he should be converted from his ways, and live?” laments 

the prophet Ezechiel (18:23). 

True, our expressed hope that these men will convert may exasperate and anger people, since we thus appear 

to condone their behaviour. But we must be more concerned with what is than with what appears. Our Master 

was accused of the same ‘crime’: forgiving the unforgivable. 

Lastly, Our Lord’s many descriptions of what His future Church would look like explicitly assume unholiness 

within it. Many of His metaphors plainly teach this truth. Christ predicted and allowed precisely such an 

organism, a blend of bad and good, and wants them to grow together until the Judgment. Whether it was the 

good and bad fish in the one net (Matt 13:47), the wheat and the weeds in the one plot of land (Matt 13:24), the 

sheep and the goats at the one Final Judgement (Matt 25:31), or the mixed behaviour within the one Apostolic 

College on Good Friday, Christ’s intentions were crystal clear.  

A final parable may help to sum up. There was once a physician who made it his life’s work to heal all manner 

of diseases. He was not only highly skilled but as good as gold. He was much in demand for his services, and 

although he was envied by his less-skilled rivals, he was loved by his patients. The culmination of his life’s 

work was a medicine which had the power of alleviating (or completely curing) all manner of sickness 

whatsoever. Barely a drop of it was needed. Only he and his family knew the exact ingredients therein, and at 

his passing the secret was lost forever. Thankfully, he and his family had been able to produce such abundance 

of it during his lifetime that many warehouses were filled which lasted for centuries. 

His descendants continued his work and looked after the distribution of the medicine. But some of them soon 

started to misuse their power and thus betray the wishes of their saintly founder. The medicine still worked a 

treat, but they (and sometimes even the CEO) misused the profits and overcharged customers. Some staff even 

managed to produce an ineffectual counterfeit version of the medicine to pass off on the gullible, but the 

genuine article was always unmistakable in its taste and its effect. 

This is an image of corruption in the Catholic Church. What was essential to the story related above? Surely 

the good physician and the medicine he made. Now, what if someone were to say ‘I will have nothing to do with 

that company or its medicine, because of the behaviour of some of its employees, and sometimes even their 

boss!’ We should say ‘But the goodness and effectiveness of the Founding Physician is what matters, is it not? 

Does the medicine not still work, regardless of the wicked hands through which it sometimes passes? And does 

not the wicked behaviour of his descendants and their counterfeit concoction only highlight the great worth of 

the physician and his patent medicine!’ 

To conclude, these considerations were not intended to be in the least exhaustive, and many other approaches 

are possible. But it is hoped they may spur us to greater appreciation for the Church and renewed fervour in 

the performance of our 3rd Order obligations.  

May the existence of corruption, whether in the Church or out of it, always be more of an inspiration for 

instruction than fuel for infuriation.  

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Fr Jordie Stephens  

Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX for Australia 

                                                                   


